PRESS RELEASE


EDINBURGH DISCOVERS A ‘TWIN CITY’ IN ANCIENT IRAQ

SCOTTISH PREMIERE: 14 February 2006



What links Edinburgh with ancient Iraq?

Discover the answer on 14 February 2006, when Mesopotamian storytelling group ZIPANG perform at Augustine United Church, Edinburgh – their first visit to Scotland. An evening of extraordinary and entertaining tales, accompanied by harp music, will include the first public performance for 3,000 years of a song in praise of the ancient world’s ‘Edinburgh’ – a mountain city famed for its summer festivals in northern Mesopotamia (now Iraq), called Arbela. 

The performance begins at 7pm when ZIPANG storytellers will retell two stories from their unique repertoire of Mesopotamian myths – the world’s oldest literature. These tales of powerful goddesses, jealous lovers, wars and monsters are aimed at adults and older children. 

The Epic of Gilgamesh is the best known Mesopotamian myth, but hundreds of stories were written on clay tablets by Mesopotamian civilisations from 3,000 BCE on – centuries before the Bible and Greek myths appeared. Most lay unread and unheard by the wider world for thousands of years until ZIPANG storytellers breathed new life into them, transforming them into the kind of oral retellings that Mesopotamian audiences would have enjoyed. (‘Zipang’ is the word for ‘breath’ in Sumerian, the oldest written language of Mesopotamia and the world.)

The song in praise of Arbela will be performed by Kurdish harpist Tara Jaff, bringing together Celtic and Mesopotamian traditions. Mesopotamian harps were played 5,000 years ago and the playing of the harp is a tradition in Kurdish music, revived by Tara, who uses a modern Celtic harp to recreate this long-lost music and poetry and has performed around the world.
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Edinburgh discovers a twin city… cont.

The ZIPANG performance is part of the 2006 Middle East Festival, Edinburgh. 

Venue: Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, Edinburgh. Time: 7pm-9pm. Doors open at 6.30pm. Tickets: £8/£6 concessions, on the door, on the night. Ticket enquiries: 0131 331 4469.
Press enquiries: for further information, images or to request an interview with 
the ZIPANG storytellers or Tara Jaff, please contact Lou Errington on lou.errington@blueyonder.co.uk or 07940 814114.

NOTES FOR EDITORS

1. The stories retold on 14 February 2006 will be ‘Lugalbanda and the Anzud Bird’, (written about 4,500 years ago), and ‘The Epic of Gilgamesh’ (written about 3,000 years ago). The performers are Fran Hazelton and June Peters (storytellers) and Tara Jaff on harp. 
2. ZIPANG events are organised by the Enheduanna Society, London (registered charity No. 1097515), www.zipang.org.uk. Its storytellers work with world-renowned academics to produce English language, oral retellings of Mesopotamian myths. 

3. The 2006 Middle East Festival takes place in Edinburgh and Glasgow, 8 Feb-12 Mar. See www.mesp.org.uk for more information.

4. The Enheduanna Society will be publishing a booklet of 12 of its retold Mesopotamian stories in summer 2006 (available via the Society; everyone who attends the ZIPANG performance on 14 February will be eligible for a free copy). A children’s version of Lugalbanda and the Anzud Bird will be published by Walker Books in summer 2006 (available nationwide).

5. ZIPANG performances have taken place in London and around England since 1997; CDs 
of ZIPANG performances are sold at the British Museum, the stories have been retold for Iraqi diplomats and featured on Iraqi and Kurdish TV and BBC Radio 3, Radio 4 and the World Service.
6. This performance is supported by Arts Council England and Unity Theatre Trust.
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