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Wifies know how to be hip and zen

From Tattoos to Time, Palestine to Prayer wheels, and Henna to Hope. These are just some of the themes depicted by members of a women’s photography group, collectively known as WIFIE (Women in Focus in Edinburgh). The exhibition, entitled ‘Hip and Zen’ is part of the 5th International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, and will be launched at The Old Bakehouse Café Gallery, 125 Dalry Road, Edinburgh, on Monday 4th February at 6pm.

Members of WIFIE have, for the past two years, been exploring the themes of fashion, culture and spirituality, and in doing so, have not only managed to forge connections between these apparently disparate themes but have also made real spiritual discoveries while working on their chosen subject.

Fascinated by the fashion for tattoos amongst women, Molly McCaul rises to the challenge of merging all three themes - fashion, culture, spirituality - in her work, entitled More Than Skin Deep.  At first glance tattoos appear to be about following trends but by definition are not meant to be fleeting but permanent, and it is this which led McCaul to coax stories of cultural and spiritual significance from her sitters, the result of which is an interesting fusion of text and image. 

Others made more personal discoveries. ‘I never feel more alive than when I’m surrounded by nature,’ says Lynn Hill (Spirituality & Nature; Free Palestine). ‘Spirituality is a very personal thing and for me it’s about connecting to our world and its many wonders.’

‘There is a link for me between spirituality and photography,’ says Belinda Burch (Spirituality & Place). ‘[It] is a means of engaging on a different level with a subject. It is a form of mediation and a way of reaching a time and space apart.’

For further information, contact wifiespace@yahoo.co.uk
End

Notes for Editors: 

For more information Mizzy Hussain on 07804819696 or wifiespace@yahoo.co.uk
Members of WIFIE will be available for a photoshoot/ interviews at the press launch at the Old Bakehouse Café Gallery, 125 Dalry Road on Monday 4th February, 6pm – 8pm. Light refreshments and wine will be served from 6pm.

The Exhibition runs from 4th February – 14th March at the Old Bakehouse Café Gallery, before moving on to the University of Edinburgh Chaplaincy Centre, 1 Bristo Square from on 14th – 30th April.
