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PRESS RELEASE
Muslim Women Sing Out For Peace
First Practising Muslim Female Band, Ulfah Collective, 
Representing Birmingham at the 2006 Edinburgh International
Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace.
Covered from head to toe, this practising Muslim female band, Ulfah Collective, have been in the making for the last year. But finally their big break is to represent Birmingham at the 3rd Annual International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, on Friday 24 February 2006, 7pm-9pm, at the Augustine United Church.
Trained by a voice coach, with four weekly showcases to see their development as artists, they will be singing in Urdu, Arabic and English to just the beat of the Duff (hand drum). The band has been formed by Ulfah Arts, a new emerging arts organisation that developed after researching the needs of practising Muslim women.
“The Middle East Festival is committed to developing and supporting innovative and pioneering initiatives, which celebrate diversity, deepen equality and awaken spiritual qualities for all to benefit.” “Hence, we are delighted to be supporting this concert by the Ulfah Collective.”Neill Walker, Middle East Festival Co-Director.

“We are still looking for women to join the Ulfah Collective, all you need is commitment and we will explore the rest and you don’t have to be a Muslim to get involved.” “The atmosphere at our events is just pure harmony and unity, as women our issues are all the same no matter what faith or culture we come from.” “Indeed, Ulfah shares its work with all women.” “Segregation that has its benefits, and by having women only events women from grass roots communities are able to participate who would not normally have the chance due to faith or culture constraints. Our events break down stereotypes and prejudices as women meet other women and see and learn about each other which they would never otherwise have the chance to do. We hope that they are then able to take back learnings and experiences to educate their families.” Naz Koser, Director of Ulfah Arts.
Following the Middle East Festival, Ulfah Arts is looking to tour its concert around major cities in the UK, coming back to Birmingham on 4 November 2006 with its special Eid performance at the Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery.
JOURNEY TO THE GREAT MOSAIC: Ulfah Collective woman only concert sponsored by Islamic Relief. Friday 24 February 2006, 7pm-9pm, Augustine United Church, Edinburgh. £5/£3 donation on the door, on the night.

Contact: Naz Koser, Director of Ulfah Arts, 07861 385147, naz@ulfaharts.co.uk
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