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Captial Lectures by Prof Tariq Ramadan and Bishop Kallistos Ware
Professor Tariq Ramadan and Greek Orthodox Bishop Kallistos Ware will lead a field of speakers, artists, writers and scholars in presenting the Third Edinburgh International Festival on Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, from 8 February to 12 - March 2006, MESP 2006.

Professor Tariq Ramadan will give the 2006 Middle East Festival Lecture on ‘Islam and the West in a Quest for a Just and Peaceful World’ at the Queen’s Hall on Thursday 2 March 2006, and Bishop Kallistos Ware will participate in the conference, Pathways of the Heart, and give the 2006 Middle East Festival Conference Lecture, ‘Acquiring Inner Peace’ at the RC Cathedral on Friday 3 March 2006. These follow on from the 2005 Middle East Festival Lecture which was given by the three times Nobel Peace Prize nominee, Abuna Elias Chacour, on ‘Spiritual Approaches to Middle East Peace.’
Named by Time Magazine as one of the 100 most important innovators of the 21st century, Tariq Ramadan occupies a unique place among leading Islamic thinkers. Prof Tariq Ramadan has written more than twenty books exploring the difficult issues of reinterpretation and reform within Islam itself and between the Islamic world and its neighbours around the globe. 
His books include Western Muslims and the Future of Islam (Oxford University Press, 2003), Islam, the West, and the Challenges of Modernity (The Islamic Foundation, 2000), To Be a European Muslim (The Islamic Foundation, 1998), and Jihad, Violence, War and Peace in Islam (in French only, Tawhid, 2002). He has also published a total of 700 contributions or articles in collective books, academic reviews, and magazines.
Bishop Kallistos is an Assistant Bishop in the Orthodox Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain (Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople), and also a monk of the Monastery of St John the Theologian on the island of Patmos. During 1966-2001 he was Spalding Lecturer in Eastern Orthodox Studies at Oxford University, and he is an Emeritus Fellow of Pembroke College, Oxford. His books include The Orthodox Church (Penguin Books), The Orthodox Way and The Inner Kingdom. He is co-translator of The Philokalia and of Orthodox liturgical books.
The 2006 Middle East Festival Lecture by Professor Tariq Ramadan.

Talk Title: Islam and the West in a Quest for a Just and Peaceful World.
Date/Time: Thursday 2 March 2006. Doors Open: 6.30pm. Lecture and Questions: 7.30pm-9.30pm.

Organised by the Middle East Festival.

Co-hosted by the Middle East Festival and the University of Edinburgh.
Cost: £7/£5 (concessions).
Contact: Booking Hotline on 0131 668 2019, or in person at the Queen’s Hall.
The 2006 Middle East Festival Conference Lecture by Bishop Kallistos Ware.

Title: Acquire Inner Peace: Prayer of the Heart in Orthodox Spirituality.
Venue: St Mary's RC Cathedral, Broughton Street, Edinburgh.

http://www.stmaryscathedral.co.uk/find.html

Date/Time: Friday 3 March 2006. Doors open at 7pm. Lecture and Questions from 7.30pm-9.30pm.

Organised by the Middle East Festival.

Co-hosted by the Middle East Festival and St Mary's RC Cathedral.

Cost: Admission Free. Everyone Welcome. First Come, First Served.
3rd Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace, 8 February – 12 March 2006. Contact: Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk, www.mesp.org.uk
ENDS
Notes for Editors

· Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 

· Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

· Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the 44-page full-colour Festival Brochure for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

The 3rd Edinburgh International Festival of Middle
Eastern Spirituality and Peace, Edinburgh, Scotland,
Wednesday 8 February – Sunday 12 March 2006.

Festival Directors and Contacts

Festival and Conference Directors:
Neill Walker and Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz.

Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities,
EICWS, Scottish Charity, SC030155,
4 William Black Place, South Queensferry,
Edinburgh, EH30 9PZ. Scotland. UK.
T: +44 (0)131 331 4469, E: njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk
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E: ndk@eial.org, W: www.eial.org
