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2006 MIDDLE EAST FESTIVAL

PATHWAYS TO PEACE
From Wednesday 8 February – Sunday 12 March 2006 the 3rd Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will bring together artists, scholars, grassroots spiritual activists and an outstanding line-up of internationally distinguished Middle Eastern musicians. 

From Wednesday 1 March to Saturday 4 March we have a four-day series of events called Pathways to Peace, including Pathways to Peace Through Spiritual Dance (1 March), Pathways to Peace Through Musical and Spiritual Practice (2 March), and a two-day conference, Pathways of the Heart (3-4 March).
Pathways to Peace Through Spiritual Dance will celebrate four specific dance and movement forms, namely, Traditional Sufi Movement, Sacred Circle Dance, Dances of Universal Peace and 5 Rhythms Dance. These will be facilitated by Murshid Saadi Shakur Chishti (Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz), Peter Vallance, Alice Fateah Saunders and Iona Kelli Sellars respectively. The day will allow opportunities to experience the expression of spirituality and peace through dance and movement.
Pathways to Peace Through Musical and Spiritual Practice will celebrate diverse forms of musical and spiritual practice for peace. This day will include Sufi Chanting, Morning Blessings in Music and Story, Sufi Devotional Music, Music and Songs for Peace, Mystic Songs and the Practice of Remembrance in the Turkish Sufi Tradition, A Musical Setting of Poems by Táhirih, 19th century poet-martyr in the Baha’i tradition, a Ritual of Universal Peace, Chanting the Aramaic Words of Jesus, Readings and Music for Peace from Orthodox and Liberal Jewish traditions, Iranian spiritual music, Taize singing - singing for peace within and beyond the Christian tradition and closing with an extended session of Dances of Universal Peace.
The four-day Pathways to Peace series then continues with a two day conference, Pathways of the Heart. Speakers, musicians, composers and medics contributing to the conference include Murshid Saadi Shakur Chishti, Bishop Kallistos Ware, Prof James Morris, Prof Nigel Osborne, Prof Aziz Sheikh, Dr John Parris, Rohana Laing, Sheelah Trefle Hidden, Elizabeth Carmack, Davod Azad and Latif Bolat. A wide range of themes will be explored, including those of Dimensions of the Heart, and Understandings of the Spiritual Nature of the Heart.
These four days are enriched by evening events to further illustrate the themes and to enrich the perspectives on offer. These include the 2006 Middle East Festival Lecture by Prof Tariq Ramadan on Thursday 2 March at the Queen’s Hall, and the 2006 Middle East Festival Conference Lecture by Bishop Kallistos Ware on Friday 3 March at the RC Cathedral. 
Contact: Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk
ENDS
Notes for Editors

· Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 

· Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

· Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the 44-page full-colour Festival Brochure for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 
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