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2006 MIDDLE EAST FESTIVAL

ONE WORLD PEACE CONCERT

From Wednesday 8 February – Sunday 12 March 2006 the 3rd Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will bring together artists, scholars, grassroots spiritual activists and an outstanding line-up of internationally distinguished Middle Eastern musicians.

One of the Festival Highlights is the One World Peace Concert on Saturday 18th February 2006, 6.30pm-10pm, at the Queen’s Hall. Doors open at 5.30pm, with Indian snacks served by Suruchi Indian Restaurant from 5.45pm-6.30pm in the bar. The Concert is jointly organised and sponsored by Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities, EICWS, and The UNA Scotland as part of the Middle East Festival. The finalised concert line-up is as follows:
'Inshalla Shalom' (Inshalla: in Arabic, With God’s Help, Shalom: in Hebrew, Peace) Yair Dalal and Avi Agababa present peace songs Yair Dalal composed in Hebrew, Arabic and Aramaic. www.yairdalal.com;

'Songs for Peace' St Peter’s Primary School Choir; 

'Bharathanatyam with Priya and Danceihayami' 

The dancers will present classical Indian dances with extreme precision, hand gestures, footwork and expressions. Bharata Natyam is poetry in motion. It is a blend of the abstract and the emotional and is derived from its fusion of two prime elements, nritta (pure dance) and nritya (expressive dance). Bharathanatyam derives much of its intense and dramatic impact from this juxtaposition and contrast in which both elements are used; 

'Classical Turkish Sufi Songs of Love and Devotion' with Neyzen Ilhan Barutcu, accompanied by Adam Reid on Darbouka and Stephen Platt on Tapan/Douf. Neyzen Ilhan Barutcu, a graduate of Istanbul Conservatiore, lectures in music at Trabzon University on the Black Sea Coast. Ilhan plays the ney in the classical Sufi Tradition. He has performed around the world and has released two collections of his music on CD;

'Singing Together with Peace' Quakers and Buddhists; 

INTERVAL

'Waterboys singer Mike Scott will perform a 25 minute set of songs and poetry accompanied by Anna-Wendy Stevenson on fiddle and Nuala Kennedy on flute.'
'East Meets West' Songs with Heather Heywood and Bharati Bundhoo. Heather Heywood is regarded as one of Scotland’s finest traditional singers. Bharati Bundhoo is a classical Indian singer from Mauritius now resident in Scotland. Each has a depth and spirit in their singing that is exceptional; 

'A Place That Changes My Mind - A Fusion of Poetry and Music Creating a Culture of Peace as a Sustainable Work-in-Progress' Written and presented by Lee Gershuny with original music by Haftor Medboe and Fred Parsons; 

'Spiritual Choral Music from a Variety of Christian Orthodox Traditions' Coda Choir is an ecumenical choir helping people to experience spirituality through the arts.

Tickets £8/£6 (conc). Booking Hotline, 0131 668 2019, or in person at the Queen’s Hall.
ENDS
Notes for Editors

· Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 

· Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

· Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the 44-page full-colour Festival Brochure for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 
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