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2006 MIDDLE EAST FESTIVAL

MULTI FAITH AND SPIRITUAL FORUMS
From Wednesday 8 February – Sunday 12 March 2006 the 3rd Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will bring together artists, scholars, grassroots spiritual activists and an outstanding line-up of internationally distinguished Middle Eastern musicians.
As part of the 2006 Middle East Festival there will be three Multi Faith and Spiritual Forums.
On Sunday 12 February 2006, 6.30pm, at the Nicolson Square Methodist Church, Nicolson Square, Edinburgh, there will be a Multi Faith and Spiritual Forum, The Path of Relationships – Relationships as the Path for Spiritual Realisation and Compassionate Action: Wisdom from the World’s Spiritual. This event will explore the theme of relationships in a pluralistic and multi cultural society. The contributors will include: MaryCatherine Burgess (The Importance of Balance), Rebekah Gronowski (Treading the Path of Peace: The Use of Traditional Jewish Wisdom to help us to build Relationships), Rev Ali Newell (The Sacredness of Relationships - a Christian Perspective), Sahdia Raja (Islam, Human Relationships and Society), Ravinder Kaur Nijjar (A Sikh Perspective on Relationship with God and Creation). Rev Fiona Bennett will chair the event. Admission free, everyone welcome.
On Wednesday 15 February 2006, 7pm, at St George‚s West Church, 58 Shandwick Place, Edinburgh, there will be a Forum event on Islamic Perspectives on the World Today. The contributors will include: Inayat Bunglawala, Secretary, Media Committee, the Muslim Council of Britain (Islam and the Media); Sohaib Saeed, President, IsocEd (Islam and the Youth); Professor Richard Roberts, Honorary Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Stirling, and Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies at Lancaster University (Islam and Globalisation). Rev Prof Frank Whaling will chair the event. Admission free, everyone welcome.
On Wednesday 8 March 2006, 7pm, at Martin Hall, New College, the University of Edinburgh, The Mound, there will be a Multi Faith and Spiritual Forum: Three Middle Eastern Faiths in One Diverse European Society: Can Judaism, Christianity and Islam speak the same civic language? Europe faces great changes both internally and in its relations with its near and distant neighbours, as the European Union expands, populations migrate, different civilisations encounter each other, international intervention takes new forms, and social and political attitudes are in flux. The three Abrahamic faiths have been and are a significant part of this Eurasian scene. Can they, from their related traditions, offer constructive ideas and practices for the ordering of common life within and among nations? Have they a common civic vocabulary? The speakers will be Rabbi David Rose, Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation; David Fergusson, Professor of Divinity and Head of the School of Divinity at the University of Edinburgh; Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz, EIAL/EICWS, and Co-Director of the Middle East Festival; Professor Sir Bernard Crick, Honorary Fellow of the Politics Department of the University of Edinburgh; Emeritus Professor of Birkbeck College, University of London. Joyce McMillan. Convenor, Scottish Civic Forum will chair the event. Admission free, everyone welcome.
Contact: Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

ENDS
Notes for Editors

· Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 

· Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

· Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the 44-page full-colour Festival Brochure for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 
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