PRESS RELEASE

on behalf of Glasgow Jewish Representative Council

The Glasgow Jewish community is delighted to participate in the Edinburgh Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace - yes you can take part in this Edinburgh Festival in Glasgow!  The Festival (and associated conference) is non-political in nature taking no fixed position on any political, ethical or cultural question. It runs from 8 February - 12 March 2006 and intends rather to create a forum in which we can listen to each other more deeply and learn with more open minds and hearts.  Further information is available at: www.mesp.org.uk. 
Three events are being held by the Glasgow Jewish Community and details are given below.

John K Clark's Stained Glass Windows - A Viewing with the Artist

This will be the public’s first opportunity to see these wonderful windows in over three years since the closure of Queen’s Park Synagogue in September 2002.  After over two years in storage during the past year the windows (except the dome) have been transferred to Giffnock synagogue where John K Clark has sought to ensure that the windows are shown to best effect in this very contrasting setting.  

To mark their reinstallation we are delighted to have enticed John to make one of his all too rare visits home.  He will talk about “The Symbolism and Meaning of the Windows as Seen for the First Time in this New Location” on Sunday 12th February at Giffnock Synagogue, 222 Fenwick Road, Giffnock, Glasgow, G46 6UE.  The doors will open at 1:30 pm with John speaking at 2pm.  The synagogue will remain open until 4:30 pm.
The windows were originally created for Queen’s Park Synagogue as part of the Jewish Community’s contribution to the Glasgow – European City of Culture 1990.  They were commenced in 1988 and completed in 1992 when they were dedicated by the Chief Rabbi Dr (now Sir) Jonathan Sacks.  They were received to great acclaim.  John carried out well over a year’s research in order to develop the themes reflected in the windows.   He has used traditional, medieval techniques to create the windows which depict the many facets of the festivals of the Jewish calendar.  
All welcome – no charge, donations very welcome.  For further information telephone 0141 577 8200 Monday to Thursday 9 am to 5 pm or Friday 9 am to 1 pm.

Open Doors at Garnethill Synagogue

A chance to visit this unique Victorian 'A' listed building – Scotland’s only “cathedral” synagogue. The building now also houses the Scottish Jewish Archives Centre which will also be open. Garnethill Synagogue is Scotland's oldest purpose built synagogue. Its inaugural service was held on 9 September 1897 and the building was meticulously refurbished in 1998.
Garnethill Synagogue, 129 Hill Street, Glasgow, Sunday .19th February from 2 pm to 4:30 pm.

All welcome – no charge, donations very welcome.  For further information telephone 0141 577 8200 Monday to Thursday 9 am to 5 pm or Friday 9 am to 1 pm.
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A Mother's Journey Revisited - With Marsha Gladstone, Mother of Yoni Jesner.
A unique opportunity to view this BBC documentary again in the presence of Marsha Gladstone, mother of Yoni Jesner, and to participate in the question and answer session and discussion following. The documentary, made for TV, tells the poignant and remarkable story of a mother who, in the midst of her grief for her murdered Jewish son, agreed that his organs could be used to save a life. Nineteen-year-old Scottish student Yoni Jesner was visiting relatives in Israel during his gap year before returning home to study medicine. He was killed when a suicide bomber targeted the bus he was on in Tel Aviv in 2002. This terrible event and Marsha Gladstone's subsequent trip to Israel to meet the eight-year-old Palestinian girl who will grow up because of her son's tragic death is movingly documented in the film.  
Giffnock and Newlands Synagogue, 222 Fenwick Road, Giffnock, Glasgow, G46 6UE, Sunday .19th February at 8 pm.

All welcome – no charge, donations very welcome.  For further information telephone 0141 577 8200 Monday to Thursday 9 am to 5 pm or Friday 9 am to 1 pm.
