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2006 MIDDLE EAST FESTIVAL

FILMS AND DOCUMENTARIES
From Wednesday 8 February – Sunday 12 March 2006 the 3rd Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will bring together artists, scholars, grassroots spiritual activists and an outstanding line-up of internationally distinguished Middle Eastern musicians
As part of the 2006 Middle East Festival there will be twenty five screenings of films and documentaries in Edinburgh, Glasgow and Stirling.

In association with the Filmhouse Cinema in Edinburgh there will be nineteen screenings between 7-16 February 2006 and 24-30 March. This year’s film programme takes as its starting point the central musical theme of the Middle Eastern Peace and Spirituality festival, with a selection of films showcasing singing greats such as Fairuz and Farid Al Atrache; Egypt’s ‘national treasure’, the belly dancer Samia Gamal; and the classical Iranian musician Mohammad Reza Shajarian. There are two films from Turkish-Italian filmmaker Ferzan Ozpetek, and a consideration of the Palestinian-Israeli situation, with the film Private and a recording of the last interview given by Edward Said. Also included in the season is the classic The Night of Counting the Years, still regarded as one of the greatest Egyptian films of all time. Atash is a debut feature from Palestinian Tawfik Abu Wael about freedom and rebellion, need and desire, fear and oppression and tradition and change. Finally, Crossing the Bridge: the Sound of Istanbul is an absorbing portrait of the city that bridges Europe and Asia and explores the musical concept of East-meets-West.
In association with the Macrobert in Stirling there will be three screenings between 17-19 February 2006. These will consist of the films Fatma, Umm Kulthum, A Voice Like Egypt and The Nightingale's Prayer. Fatma, a rare treat, this film features nine of Umm Kulthum's most famous songs by composers Mohamed Al Asabgui and Riad Al Sunbati. Umm Kulthum, A Voice Like Egypt, is filled with concert footage, colorful anecdotes and film clips from Umm Kulthum's classic Egyptian films. Based on the novel by the great Egyptian novelist, Taha Hussein, The Nightingale's Prayer stars the first lady of the Arab silver screen, Faten Hamama. This compelling tale of love and betrayal is set in the upper Egyptian countryside.
The Giffnock and Newlands Synagogue in Glasgow will be showing A Mother's Journey Revisited - with Marsha Gladstone, Mother of Yoni Jesner on Sunday 19 February 2006. This presents a unique opportunity to view this documentary again in the presence of Marsha Gladstone, mother of Yoni Jesner, and to participate in the question and answer session and discussion following. The documentary, made for TV, tells the poignant and remarkable story of a mother who, in the midst of her grief for her murdered Jewish son, agreed that his organs could be used to save a life. Nineteen-year-old Scottish student Yoni Jesner was visiting relatives in Israel during his gap year before returning home to study medicine. He was killed when a suicide bomber targeted the bus he was on in Tel Aviv in 2002. This terrible event and Marsha Gladstone's subsequent trip to Israel to meet the eight-year-old Palestinian girl who will grow up because of her son's tragic death is movingly documented in the film.

The University of Edinburgh Jewish Society will present two screenings of Broken Wings.on 9-10 March 2006 at the Teviot Union, Bristo Square, Edinburgh. The winner of nine Israeli Academy Awards, as well as the Grand Prix for Best Film in the Tokyo International Film Festival 2002, Broken Wings‚ is a beautifully scripted and subtle film, providing a sensitive observation of the struggles faced by a contemporary middle-class family in Haifa following the sudden loss of their father. Rather than focusing on the ever-present Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Bergman explores universal themes in a film that is precise in detail and a symphony of emotional power. The film will be introduced and followed by a discussion from Arnon Naor, film lecturer at the London Jewish Cultural Centre.
Contact: Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

ENDS
Notes for Editors

· Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 

· Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

· Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the 44-page full-colour Festival Brochure for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 
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