	The Night of Counting the Years 
Al Mumia 

Thu 9 Feb only 

Shadi Abdelsalam | Egypt 1969 | 1h42m | 35mm | Arabic with English subtitles | 15

Cast: Ahmed Marei, Ahmad Hegazi, Zouzou El-Hakim, Nadia Lutfi. 

An impressive directorial debut by ex-art director Shadi Abdelsalam, The Night of Counting the Years is an examination of cultural imperialism in reverse: instead of selling Coca-Cola to Egypt, Western merchants are stealing rarities from Egyptian tombs. At first posed in moral terms - should the new chief of an Egyptian tribe allow his people to earn money by selling the antiquities from 'officially' undiscovered tombs, or stop the trade at the cost of stopping the flow of money to his poverty-stricken people? - the film develops into a study of the importance of defending the past from would-be cultural exploiters. Slow-moving but absorbing, and quite beautifully shot. 

PLUS SHORT
The Violin (dir. Atef Hetata | Egypt | 1991). 
This sumptuous short film uses music to relate the story of a young woman's attachment to her violin. An excellent early piece from a gifted Egyptian film-maker.



	

	Harem Suare 

Fri 10 Feb only 

Ferzan Ozpetek | Turkey/ Italy/ France 1999 | 1h34m | 35mm | Turkish, French & Italian with English subtitles | 18 
Cast: Marie Gillain, Alex Descas, Lucia Bose. 

Harem Suare tells of an impossible love affair between a Sultan's concubine and her eunuch in the last Harem of the Ottoman Empire, at the turn of the twentieth century. In the Sultan's Harem, a girl from Italian origins, Safiye, a gift for the Sultan, swears allegiance to Nadir, one of the black eunuchs, who is in charge of and serves the women inside the Harem. Through their story we enter a world of secrets, plotting, fear, unexpressed desires, warm friendships and grave betrayals. From the director of Hamam: The Turkish Bath and Ignorant Fairies, this is an ornately styled and opulent historical melodrama.
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	Fairuz: Live in Las Vegas 

Sat 11 Feb only 

Rima Rahbani | Lebanon 2000 | 2h | DVD | U Documentary 

Known for her pure, clear, voice, Fairuz has become a national symbol for Lebanon and has gained a large following worldwide. In May 1999 she came to Las Vegas and gave a musical performance attended by over 13,000 fans. This film documents that concert. 

Please note that this is a straightforward filming of Fairuz's performance and not an analytical documentary on her work. The singing is in Arabic and there are no English subtitles.
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	Hamam: The Turkish Bath 

Sun 12 Feb only 

Ferzan Ozpetek | Italy/Turkey/Spain 1997 | 1h34m | 35mm | Turkish & Italian with English subtitles | 18 
Cast: Alessandro Gassman, Francesca D'Aloja, Carlo Cecchi, Halil Ergün, Serif Sezer. 

Hamam, the first international hit from acclaimed Turkish-Italian director Ferzan Ozpotek, is a tense and enchanting marital drama centred around a Turkish steam bath. Francesco and Marta have been married for several years and together they run an interior design firm in Rome, which flourishes whilst their marriage flounders in mutual intolerance. On hearing that he must claim an inheritance left by his aunt, Francesco heads for Istanbul, where he discovers his legacy is actually one of the last surviving Turkish baths. 
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	Genie Lady 
Afrita Hanem 

Sun 12 Feb only 

Henry Barakat | Egypt 1950 | 1h51m | DVD | Arabic with English subtitles | PG 
Cast: Samia Gamal, Farid Al Atrache, Lola Sedki, Ismael Yasseen, Abdel Salam Al Nabulsy. 

This rollicking comical-fantasy-musical from the late forties features two of Egypt's cinematic legends – screen hearthrob Farid Al Atrache, and Samia Gamal, who was arguably the world's greatest belly-dancer. The story follows flat-broke singer Asfour (Al Atrache), whose heart is set on a seemingly unattainable woman (Lola Sedki). When an elderly stranger sends him to a distant cave to seek assistance from the beautiful lady djinn Kahramana (Gamal), Asfour takes the bait. Our lovelorn hero soon discovers, though, that his magical helpmeet is fully capable of developing romantic interests of her own.... Gamal is luminous throughout, both while acting and during the musical interludes, and her dance routines are really quite astonishing. Little Miss Devil is a weird and wonderful treat from one of the most interesting periods in Egypt's film history.
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	Private 

Mon 13 Feb only 

Saverio Costanzo | Italy 2004 | 1h30m | 35mm | Arabic & Hebrew with English subtitles | 15 
Cast: Hend Ayoub, Mohammad Bakri, Lior Miller, Arin Omary, Tomer Russo. 

This courageous foray into the minefield of the Israeli-Palestine conflict views the struggle through one particular event: the occupation of a middle-class Palestinian home by a squad of Israeli soldiers. Faced with their new 'landlords' occupying the first floor of their home, the family soon have to put their wide-ranging domestic squabbles aside. The main argument becomes how best to deal with the intrusion when, in different ways, nobody in the family can agree with the father's compliance and stubborn refusal to leave. They become preoccupied with eavesdropping on the soldiers, some of whom are as unhappy about being there as the family are in having them. Uncompromisingly realistic and often almost unbearably tense, Costanzo chillingly portrays the daily tensions that underlie this struggle, reducing it to something we can all relate to: a family, a house and its invasion by strangers. 
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	Edward Said: The Last Interview 

Tue 14 Feb only 

Mike Dibb | Britain 2003 | 2h | BETA SP | PG Documentary 

In 1991, the author and critic Edward Said - one of the most persuasive advocates for the Palestinian cause, and virtually the Palestinians' cultural ambassador to the US - was diagnosed with leukaemia. As he crisply remarks, most people so diagnosed either recover or die. But Said did neither, and instead survived, often in continuous pain, to write and lecture at a remarkable rate, retiring from public life a year before his death in 2002 at the age of 67. One of his last engagements was this final, feature-length interview, conducted by the journalist Charles Glass, ranging over his life and ideas. Said emerges as a passionately curious and committed intellectual, over whom lingered not just the shadow of death, but also the terrible weight of personal and political defeats. 
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	Voice of Iran 
Mohammed Reza Shajarian - The Copenhagen Concert 2002 

Thu 16 Feb only 

Christian Braad Thomsen | Denmark 2003 | 1h52m | BETA SP | PG Documentary 

This concert documentary turns a compelling spotlight on the classical singer Mohammad Reza Shajarian, whose music reaches back 800 years into Persian history. Shajarian is a master of improvisation known for his deeply rooted spirituality and sensitivity to the mood of the moment, and he creates music of astounding beauty. Being in Shajarian's audience transports the listener back to Persian courts of old, ruled by the wit and poignancy of the great Iranian poets Rumi, Sadi and Hafez. Between performances, Shajarian talks about his inspirations, explains the meaning of the songs and discusses the poets behind them. Voice of Iran is a fascinating look at a strand of ancient Persian culture that survives in modern Iran, and an opportunity to see one of the Islamic world's most important musicians working at the height of his powers. 
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