Edinburgh College of Art 

the edinburgh festival of middle eastern spirituality and peace

student work @ edinburgh college of art

This February, eca is participating for the first time in the edinburgh festival of middle eastern spirituality and peace. Now in its third year, it is the latest addition to the city’s year-round programme of festivals attracting international contributors who are world leaders in their field.

A small group of students drawn from across many disciplines and years of study at eca have responded to the invitation to make work related to the broad themes of the Festival. It is a timely moment for the college as, each year, we welcome increasing numbers of students from Europe, the United States and beyond whose family backgrounds represent a vital cross-section of the world’s ethnic, religious and cultural diversity. 

Commenting on the importance of the college’s multi-cultural profile, Principal Ian Howard said:

Within two years, eca will be the most cosmopolitan institution in Scotland. We’re proud that we attract high calibre students from the USA, Japan, China and elsewhere all over the world. Exhibitions such as this give students from different backgrounds the opportunity to work together, and we’ll be building on this as we approach our Centenary in 2007.
The exhibition has been coordinated by eca’s Centre for Continuing Studies. Speaking about the student work included, the CCS Director, Geraldine Prince, said:

The Festival’s core commitment to addressing issues related to spirituality and peace in the Middle East could not be more timely, particularly because the visual images we’ve been seeing recently on our TV and internet screens have been as far from both as you could possibly imagine. 

The contrast with the visual art on show here is extraordinary. The students have avoided the knee-jerk reaction to the subject matter of ‘terrorism’ or ‘absence of peace’. They haven’t felt tied, either, by geographical boundaries, finding instead what unites people, not what divides them. Indian and European folk tales and the Arabian Nights,  chanting from the Q’ran or from the Christian Orthodox church, the wood and textile construction of a Turkish yurt, alongside a piece made from Edinburgh  bus tickets – this exhibition has found common themes and ideas that cross geographical and cultural boundaries. 

One of the installations is a witty take on ‘boys’ toys’, and gives us the chance to ply the road between east and west, emphasising that the direction we take in international contacts  depends on the choices we make.  “

For more information please e-mail k.varma@eca.ac.uk, or ring Kurti Varma on 0131.221.6109 

Exhibition open 18-24 February, 9am-9pm Monday-Friday

10.00-2.00 Saturday. Closed Sunday

Lady Lawson Street entrance, Edinburgh EH3 9DF

