PRESS RELEASE

Release date: 30/1/2006
For attention: news/features editor, arts editor, Middle East editor, Religion editor
2006 MIDDLE EAST FESTIVAL

COMMUNITY HOSTED EVENTS
From Wednesday 8 February – Sunday 12 March 2006 the 3rd Annual Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace will bring together artists, scholars, grassroots spiritual activists and an outstanding line-up of internationally distinguished Middle Eastern musicians.
As part of the 2006 Middle East Festival there will be a series of community hosted events in Edinburgh and Glasgow.

On Saturday 11 February, 12-3pm, there will be a Turkish Community Cultural Event at the Langside Hall, 5 Langside Avenue, Glasgow. This Turkish cultural event will feature a concert of Turkish music and refreshments containing Turkish food and drink in an informal setting in the company of Turkish community members. Admission Free. Everyone Welcome.
On Sunday 12 February, 1.30pm-4.30pm, there will be a Moroccan Hafla (Festival), at the McDonald Road Library, 2-4 McDonald Rd, Edinburgh. This Moroccan Hafla event will feature Moroccan food, drink, and music in an informal setting. Admission Free. Everyone Welcome.
On Wednesday 15 February, 6pm-11pm, there will be a Kurdish Cultural Evening at The Attic, 56 Dundas Street, Glasgow. An evening of Kurdish music, dance and food. Organised and sponsored by the Kurdish Cultural Association – Scotland. £15 per person (the price includes Kurdish food), over 16 only (no children). Contact: Ben Balata on 07886872998.
On Tuesday 21 February, 7pm-9pm, there will be a Persian Poetry Night at 3/1, 54 Gordon Street, Glasgow. The main focus of the Persian Poetry Night will be recitation of Persian poetries from well known Iranian poets such as Hafez, Sa'di, Roumi, Khayyam, as well as contemporary poets, accompanied by Persian Music. Organised by the Iranian Scottish Association. Admission Admission Free. Everyone Welcome. Contact: 0141 221 3033.
On Saturday 25 February, 7pm-Midnight, there will be an Arabian Night at Harvesters Business Centre, 75a Harvesters Way, Edinburgh. The evening will include the following: Babylon Arabic Band playing songs with Mohammed from throughout the Middle East and Kurdish songs by Meriwan; belly dancers performing group and solo dances with live Arabic music; Arabic food (a selection of special buffet from the Middle East); an opportunity for everyone to dance with the live Arabic songs and music. Tickets: £20/£10 (children 5-12), price includes food. Contact: Mohammed, 0131 467 1981, 07989330763, Hillary's Bazaar, 0131 225 7103.

On Sunday 26 February, 4pm-6pm, there will be a Subud Hospitality Meal and Social for Middle East Festival Participants at the Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh. This event will be hosted by the local Subud community. Free to Festival participants. Contact: Daniel Smith, 0131 467 7979.

On Thursday 9 March, 8pm-9pm, there will be a Musical History of Armenia at St John’s Episcopal Church, Princes Street, Edinburgh. A rare opportunity to hear the historical background and choral music of Armenia, ranging from traditional to modern, from folk to Christian Orthodox, presented by the Coda Choir and guest speaker. In association with Creative Space. Cost: Donations Welcome (retiring collection).

Contact: Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

ENDS
Notes for Editors

· Middle East Festival Website: www.mesp.org.uk 

· Middle East Festival News Releases and Articles: news releases for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Interviews and Photo Opportunities: contact Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk

· Middle East Festival Pictures: some emailable pictures for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Brochure: a PDF of the 44-page full-colour Festival Brochure for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or hard copies are available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Middle East Festival Poster: the Poster for the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or it can be emailed as a jpeg from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 

· Further Middle East Festival Information: further information on the 2006 Edinburgh International Festival of Middle Eastern Spirituality and Peace can be downloaded from the Festival Website, www.mesp.org.uk, or is available from Neill Walker, 0131 331 4469, njwalk4300@hotmail.co.uk 
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